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Report of the Rochdale North Township Committee Chair  

 
 

Executive Summary 
 
This report provides an update on recent activity relating to the Rochdale North 
Township. 
 

Key Points for Consideration 
 
Rochdale North Township Committee  
A meeting was held in June which considered the new integrated care systems in 
Greater Manchester and the links these systems have with locality structures and 
neighbourhood development in Rochdale. 
 
The committee also agreed delegated arrangements and appointments for 2022/23 
and undertook a review of township funding. 
  
Township Area Forums  
 
Area Forum meetings at Central, Healey, Norden and Spotland and Falinge have 
taken place during May and June. A variety of issues were raised linked to services 
provided by the Council and Greater Manchester Police.  
 
Community Safety 
 
Community Safety Officers were involved in a multi-agency response to the 
heightened level of anti-social behaviour (ASB) across Rochdale’s tram network. In 
partnership with Transport for Greater Manchester, Greater Manchester Police and 
Youth Services, an evening of action was conducted on the 9th June 2022 in which 
tickets were checked and youth engagement took place with the aim of discouraging 
this sort of behaviour in the borough of Rochdale. 

Community Safety are currently in the process of applying for a number of 
injunctions for problematic individuals across the Town Centre. Once in place, these 
injunctions will improve the quality of life for those living in the vicinity and also 
ensure a more pleasant experience for people visiting the town. 

Community Safety have been involved in Operation Avro held on the 3rd May 2022 
which focused on the disruption of criminal activity across the Rochdale North 
Township. On the day, community safety officers attended a number of locations 



across Rochdale North in which abandoned cars had been identified as a problem 
by local businesses or residents. This resulted in the removal of five vehicles which 
were either untaxed or obstructing the highway.  

Community Safety have also been conducting a range of work across Rochdale 
Town Centre. A multi-agency meeting is held fortnightly to discuss our interactions 
with Town Centre partners which allows us to effectively share useful information 
and provide support where needed. As well as chairing this meeting, Community 
Safety attends a number of other meetings held in the Town Centre including the 
Shopwatch and Pubwatch Committee. Community Safety also regularly conduct 
town centre work with the Petrus outreach worker, engaging with a number of 
individuals across the town to manage behaviour and provide further support.  

GMP’s Operation Dragster which tackles “off road” bikes and quads on public land 
has been deployed across the Borough over the last two weekends in May with 
support from Community Safety. Attention was concentrated around the Mandale 
Park area of Rochdale and the moorland around Rochdale North. This operation is 
supported by Rochdale Council fitting Section 59 off road bike prohibition signs at 
key locations around the Township. These warning signs give GMP powers of 
seizure. Recent locations for the fitting of the signs have been Roch Valley Way, 
Falinge Park and Mandale Park. Operation Dragster will continue throughout the 
summer linking in with the Safe4Summer campaign. The Community Safety Service 
is also considering a Public Space Protection Order for the prevention of “off road 
bikes” on moorland and in urban areas. This would be a boroughwide initiative. 
 

All of the above work is in addition to the daily core business of dealing with ASB 
reports for Rochdale North that come into the service via either the ASB “in box”, the 
24 hour call centre or by other methods such as ASB reports coming in via Local 
Ward Councillors. The service standard response time for ASB reports is 5 working 
days.  
 
Environmental Management 
 
        Central Rochdale 
 
        St Chads Gardens – This project will cluster fell 19 ash trees on  
        health and safety grounds as the trees are dying from Ash Dieback  
        disease.  
 
        Because of the high profile location all felled trees will be replaced as soon as 
        possible (mid October onwards). Web based and on site signage will be 
        updated to inform members’ of the public of this plan. 
 
        South Street play area upgrade (s106 funded) project to commence mid-August 
        following ‘In Bloom’ 
 
         Healey 

 
         Play area and open space tree planting / wildflower project at Coptrod to be put  
         forward for Greater Manchester Greenspaces grant funding by the end   
         August. Path refurbishment at the same site already reported to Asset  
         Management Group for funding 
 
 



 
Norden 
 

           No projects live at the moment 
 
          Spotland & Falinge 

 
          Falinge Park community asset transfer ongoing which requires a multi-service  
          approach. A community group has also been approved to convert Sun 
          Gardens from an annual bedding approach to a permanent planting flower 
          display over the next 12 months. This approach is better for the environment.  
  
Youth Services 
 
Staff have been engaging young people and the community in Wardleworth, Hamer, 
Spotland and Falinge and Town Centre. Based on recent visits to the Town Centre 
we are not seeing high levels of anti-social behaviour. Our afternoon sessions have 
ceased as the problems experienced at Puttstars have reduced significantly.  

The Youth Service have continued to work alongside Community Safety and 
Metrolink Travel Safe staff to support and educate young people whilst using the 
transport networks. 

Spotland and Falinge detached sessions take place weekly on Tuesday evenings. 
Youth workers have been engaging with young people in community settings, for 
example Lenny Barn, Denehurst Park and Falinge Park and other locations where 
young people socialise. The Youth Service are currently working with young people 
to finalise their summer activities and have completed educational work around 
personal safety.  

In addition to detached youth work in the area, youth workers continue to offer 
support to pupils attending Falinge Park High School two days a week. These 
sessions have focussed upon managing behaviour, providing early help support, 
leadership and development and youth voice. 

Friday night Fusion sessions continue to be delivered on a weekly basis providing 
activities for an average of 50 young people. Sessions are sports based - football, 
badminton, table tennis and basketball. However these sessions now include small 
group conversations and discussions on sexual health, healthy relationships, diets 
and nutrition, knife crime etc. The sports sessions are operated in partnership with 
Rochdale Football Club (Community Trust) who referee the sessions. Early Break 
regularly offer opportunities for young people to access support and discuss drug 
and alcohol related issues.  

The Wednesday evening badminton sessions finished in April. Youth workers have 
continued to offer positive activities to young people at Wardleworth kick pitch. In 
Easter young people attended our holiday provision and had the opportunity to try 
new activities, building on their existing skills and develop new ones. 

Highways 
 
Since the 1st April 2022 the in house service has been delivering the highway 
reactive maintenance element of the service based on work identified during planned 



and ad hoc safety inspections in all wards. This work includes defect repairs on 
carriageways and footways, out of hours’ safety call out’s and drainage maintenance 
across the borough. The in house service has also completed a number of small 
highway township schemes and is planning on expanding capacity to carry out the 
majority of these works in house.  

The landslide at Dell Road has been on site for 32 weeks and the main structural 
work – gabion wall and mass concrete wall to either side of Dell Road is now nearing 
completion. There has been major construction work in building a 7-8m high 
retaining structure along a 24m length of the road, with the remaining 60m being on 
average 3m high. Once the retaining structures are complete the road, kerbs and 
highway drainage will remain to be done. 

There are six resurfacing schemes on the 2022-24 Highways programme within 
Rochdale North. Highways are currently in the process of appointing a Rochdale 
Framework contract (in partnership with STAR Procurement) to deliver our 
resurfacing schemes. Once the framework is in place there will be two contractors 
available to appoint to undertake resurfacing schemes and we will develop a 
programme of works for delivery. This will take into account other road works 
throughout the Borough such as Cityfibre installations to ensure there are no clashes 
when the works are on site. 

 
 
Councillor Faisal Rana 
Township Committee Chair 
 
Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Township


